
Inquire to Learn!
There are many ways in which Wise Anait and the 
Woven Words/Carpets, Colour, and Culture can be used 
as a base for Inquiry Learning. This is just one suggestion.

Wise Anait and the Woven Words  
Level  

22

Carpets, Colour, and Culture  
Level  

26  
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Session 1
Using the Big Book, share-read Wise Anait and 
the Woven Words, stopping at natural points for 
discussion. Draw on the students’ prior knowledge 
of the differences between the lives of royalty 
and common people, carpets, the importance of 
literacy, the importance of work, ogres and other 
mythical creatures, and armies and battles.

Possible Starter Questions for Discussion

Royalty and Common People: Are the lives of 
royalty and extremely wealthy people easier than 
the lives of common people? Are their lives happier? 
Why/why not? Discuss these questions and then 
point out that while having free time is fun, 
having too much unstructured time or not enough 
challenges can become boring and unfulfilling.

Carpets: How are carpets made? How were they 
made in the past? Tell the students that the carpets 
we have in our homes today have an upper layer, 
called the pile, which is attached to a backing. In 
the past, carpets could be hand-woven on looms 
(which is the method used in Wise Anait and the 
Woven Words) or knotted by hand. In the past, 
carpets were very valuable. Today most carpets are 
made on large machines.

Importance of Literacy: Why is it important for 
people to know how to read and write? Discuss 
with the students the importance of literacy on 
both a personal level and a wider community level. 
Reading and writing skills enable individuals 

to learn more and communicate with others. 
Literacy skills give people more educational and 
employment opportunities. They are a way out 
of poverty and unemployment. Individuals need 
literacy skills to live happily and independently in 
a community. Literacy skills also help keep people 
healthy – you need literacy skills to understand 
health information. People with good literacy skills 
are more likely to have: higher self-esteem, better 
health, better jobs, and higher wages. Literacy skills 
can lead to happiness!

Importance of Work: Why do people work? 
Discuss with the students that people work to earn 
money so that they can live and provide for their 
families. However, there are many other benefits 
of working e.g. fulfillment from helping others, 
increased self-esteem from doing a good job, social 
interaction with others, a sense of purpose, gaining 
new skills and knowledge, contributing to society. 

Ogres and Other Mythical Creatures: What is 
an ogre? Share with the students that an ogre is a 
dim-witted, cruel, human-eating, giant creature 
found in folk tales around the world. Traditionally, 
ogres live in forests, caves, or on mountains. Ogres 
the students may be familiar with are Shrek and 
Fiona from Shrek, the ogre in Puss in Boots, and 
the ogres in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. 
Make sure the students understand that ogres are 
mythical creatures and, as such,  
are not real.
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Text and Illustration Based Inquiry Questions

Cover: Look at the cover of Wise Anait and the 
Woven Words and note the byline A Tale from 
Armenia. Ask, Can anyone tell me where Armenia 
is? (Southeast Europe) What is the woman holding? 
(a sword) What does she look like she is doing? 
(Going into battle.) What is lying on the ground? 
(human skulls, pots, and jugs) Look at the title 
page and ask, What do you think this object is?  
(a carpet) Say, Let’s read on to see how carpets  
might feature in this folk tale. 

PP. 2–3: Read the first paragraph and ask, If you 
didn’t go to school, what would you do with all 
your free time? Would you still want to learn to 
read and write? Why/why not? Do you think that 
in the past a king or prince would need to read and 
write? Why/why not? Continue reading and note 
the word hunting. Define hunting as the activity of 
chasing and killing wild animals. Tell the students 
that some people hunt for food while others hunt 
for fun. Point out that in the past hunting was a 
popular pastime and sport for royalty and other 
nobles. Ask, Why do you think the woman wouldn’t 
give Prince Vachagan a drink? Direct the students 
to the illustration and note the camels and flat-
roofed buildings. Explain that parts of Armenia get 
little rain and the summers are very hot. Ask, How 
can you tell from the illustration that Vachagan 
has been hunting? (He has a bow in his hand and a 
quiver of arrows on his shoulder.)

PP. 4–5: Read the first paragraph and ask if it 
matches to the students’ predictions. Continue 
reading and note that Anait tells the prince she 
is the daughter of a shepherd. Ask, Can anyone 
tell me what a shepherd does? (Look after sheep.) 
Explain that there is a big class difference, or 
difference in lifestyles, between a prince and the 
daughter of a shepherd. Note the text: “She weaves 
beautifully. She can also read and write.” Ask, Do 
you think it was common for women in Armenia, 
particularly the daughter of a shepherd, to be able 
to read and write at this time? Who do you think 
taught Anait to read? Do you think Aran is proud  
of his daughter? 

PP. 6–7: Review the text and ask, Do you think 
it was usual for a prince to marry a commoner? 
Explain to the students that in the past royal 
marriages were seen as strategic alliances between 
two families and their countries. For this reason, 
often the person getting married had no say in 
who he/she was to marry. Instead, the king/queen 
and their advisors would pick the bride/groom 
who offered the best alliance for them. It was also 
common for a young man to ask the father of the 
young woman he wanted to marry for permission 
before asking the woman. Point out that most 
fathers in Armenia at the time would have been 
thrilled to have the prince want to marry their 
daughter, so it was notable that Aran said: “This 
is my daughter’s decision”. Ask, Why do you think 
Armin asks if the prince can read and write and if 
he knows a trade? Do you think Armin will agree 
to marry the prince? Why/why not? Look at the 
illustration and ask, How do you think Aran feels 
about this situation? (worried)

PP. 8–9: Review the first paragraph and note the 
sentence: He had never needed any other skills. 
Discuss with the students the skills they think 
a prince from long ago might have benefitted 
from having e.g. reading, writing, and numeracy 
skills, legal and historical knowledge, budgetting 
and economic planning, warfare and strategic 
planning, diplomacy, public speaking. Read the 
second paragraph and note that Anait is described 
as wise. What does it mean to be wise? (To have 
experience, knowledge, and good judgement.) 
Discuss the sentences: “You may be a prince now. 
But you never know when troubles may come.” Ask, 
What does Anait mean? (That every person should 
have enough skills to be able to support him/
herself to live, regardless of their circumstances.) 
Continue reading and point out the word ashamed. 
Tell the students that to feel ashamed is to feel 
distressed or embarrassed by feelings of guilt, 
foolishness, or disgrace because of one’s actions. 
Ask, Why does Vachagan feel ashamed? (Because 
despite coming from a privileged background, 
he has not taken advantage of his 
situation to learn anything useful. He 
has missed out on marrying a clever, 
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talented young woman due to his laziness.) Note 
the word determined. Ask, What does it mean to be 
determined? (To continue trying to do something 
even though it is difficult.) Look at the illustration 
and note the loom at which Vachagan is learning to 
weave and the white peacocks, which are a symbol 
of royalty.

P.P 10–11: Review the text and note that it took 
a year for Vachagan to learn to read, write, and 
weave. Discuss with the students that Vachagan 
showed perseverance, or persistence in doing 
something despite difficulty or delay in achieving 
success. Ask, Do you think that Vachagan and 
Anait will be good rulers? Why/why not?

PP. 12–13: Review the text and ask, Why did Wise 
Queen Anait suggest that Vachagan go to the 
east dressed as a hunter rather than as the king? 
(Because people may not speak honestly to the 
king, whereas a humble hunter is more likely to 
be told the truth of the situation. Also, if there 
is trouble in an area, the king’s personal safety 
could be at risk.) Ask, What is a caravan? Define a 
caravan as a group of people and animals travelling 
together on a long journey through a desert.

PP. 14–15: Read the first paragraph and ask, Was 
Vachagan just unlucky to be captured and taken 
to the cave? What could he have done differently to 
protect his safety? Tell the students that the desert 
was well known for being a dangerous place to 
travel through. Vachagan could have asked more 
questions of the travellers before he decided to 
travel with them. He could also have kept himself 
awake while travelling, but eventually he would 
have had to sleep so he would probably always have 
been at risk. Ask, How does Vachagan feel when he 
sees the huge three-headed ogre? (terrified) How do 
you know this? (The text says: Terrified, Vachagan 
saw a huge ogre before him.) Direct the students 
to the illustration and ask, What do you see at the 
bottom-left corner? (a human skull) Remind the 
students that ogres are known for eating people. 
Ask, Why does Vachagan no longer have his 
sword? (Because it has been taken by the men in 

the caravan who captured him.) Review the text: 
“What are your skills?” and say, Why do you think 
the ogre is asking this question? (Because he wants 
to know if Vachagan is more worthwhile to him as 
food or as a worker.) 

PP. 16–17: Read the text and ask, What does 
Vachagan mean when he says: “I can weave a 
golden thread so perfectly that the finished carpet 
is worth ten times more than the thread.” (That 
his carpets are of the highest quality and sell for 
the highest price.) Note the word prisoner and 
point out that Vachagan is chained. Ensure the 
students understand that all the people working 
in the cave are prisoners of the ogre. Point out 
the phrase: working their crafts. Tell the students 
that in the past a craft was a profession that 
required knowledge or skill in a particular area. 
Craftspeople worked their crafts to make goods 
e.g. weavers wove carpets, potters made clay 
pots, shoemakers made shoes, metalsmiths made 
objects from metal, woodworkers made objects 
from wood.

PP. 18–19: Review the text and ask, What do these 
pages tell you about the ogre? (That he cannot 
read.) Direct the students to the word cunning and 
discuss that a cunning person/animal is clever at 
planning something so that they get what they 
want, especially by tricking other people. In folk 
tales and other stories, there is often a cunning 
character, or trickster, such as a fox. Brainstorm 
examples of cunning characters e.g. the wolf in 
Little Red Riding Hood, the fox in The Gingerbread 
Man, Nanabozho in Nanabozho and the Maple 
Trees (StoryWorld), Carlos the guinea pig in Carlos 
and Diego (StoryWorld), the rabbit in Hungry Tiger 
and Clever Rabbit (StoryWorld). Ask, What do you 
think Queen Anait will do when she sees the carpet?

PP. 20–21: Read the text and ask, Did you predict 
that this is what Queen Anait would do? Did she 
have to lead the army herself or could she have sent 
someone else? (She could have sent someone else.)
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PP. 22–23: Read the text and note the sentence: 
Although some of the soldiers were afraid, Anait 
was not. Direct the students to the illustration and 
note that not only is the ogre much bigger than 
Anait and has three heads and so three pairs of 
eyes, his sword is also much bigger than Anait’s 
sword. Ask, How would you feel if you had to go 
into battle against the ogre? Anait is known as Wise 
Anait. Brainstorm other adjectives that are equally 
as fitting e.g. Brave Anait, Skilled Anait, Fast Anait, 
Clever Anait, Independent Anait, Impressive Anait. 
Ask, How would the prisoners have felt when they 
saw they were being freed by a woman, and not 
just any woman but the queen herself? (surprised, 
shocked, grateful, impressed)

P. 24: Review the text and note that both Anait 
and Vachagan are described as having bravery and 
wisdom. Ask, How did Vachagan show bravery 
and wisdom? (By choosing to work hard for a year 
to learn to read, write, and weave when he didn’t 
have to. By marrying an exceptional person such 
as Anait. By weaving a message into the border of 
the carpet, thereby risking exposure, and having 
the carpet sent to Anait.) Point out to the students 
that if the ogre or his messenger had been able to 
read, they would have known what Vachagan was 
up to. Also point out to the students that Vachagan 
and the other prisoners owe their lives to Anait’s 
wisdom in insisting that she would only marry the 
prince if he could read and write and if he had a 
skill. Ask, Do you think Wise Anait and the Woven 
Words contains a message or a lesson? What do 
you think that lesson is? (Yes, that everyone, no 
matter who they are, benefits from being able to 
read, write, and work. Also, that there is wisdom in 
recognizing that being able to take care of oneself 
is more important than the riches of a kingdom.)

Further Discussion and Inquiry Extension

Vachagan set himself the goal of learning to read, 
write, and weave. Encourage the students to set 
themselves goals to learn something new e.g. 
a craft such as weaving (either hand or simple 

loom weaving), knitting, sewing, wordworking 
or woodcarving, tapa cloth making, simple 
building, print-making; a new skill such as simple 
computer programming, speaking and writing a 
new language to a basic level, gardening, cooking; 
learning to play a musical instrument; learning 
a new sport. What steps will they need to take to 
achieve their goal? How might they be able to get 
help/support/training?

Invite a local craftsperson into the classroom 
to demonstrate or talk about weaving or rug 
making. Consider different kinds of weaving 
e.g. Māori flax weaving, Samoan or Tongan mat 
weaving, traditional Indian Cotton weaving, loom 
weaving. Chances are there are expert weavers 
in your community who would be keen to share 
information on their craft.

Visit an art gallery or museum to see an exhibition 
of weaving or related fibre art.

Set up a weaving station in the class and  
encourage the students to get creative. There 
are guides on the Internet for a wide range of 
classroom weaving projects from simple woven 
paper placemats to inspiring wall hangings made 
from either plant matter or collected inorganic 
materials. Email photos of the students’ weaving  
to info@cleanslatepress.com with the weaver’s 
name, age, and school. The best photos will be 
posted on the Clean Slate Press Facebook page  
and the weaver will receive a prize.

Encourage the students to write their own  
stories about an ogre. Email the stories to  
info@cleanslatepress.com with the writer’s  
name, age, and school. The best stories will be 
posted on the Clean Slate Press Facebook page  
and the writer will receive a prize.

Share other stories from Armenia e.g. The Greedy 
Sparrow, The Clever Weaver, Nourie Hadig.
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Session 2
Using the Big Book, share-read Carpets, Colour, 
and Culture, stopping at natural points for 
discussion. Draw on the students’ prior knowledge 
of Armenia and other European countries, carpets 
and weaving, trade and traders, the alphabet, 
ancient buildings, national holidays, and lakes.

Possible Starter Questions for Discussion 
and Inquiry

Armenian Greeting: People in Armenia speak 
Armenian. Does anyone know how to greet someone 
in Armenian? It is barev in Eastern Armenian and 
parev in Western Armenian.

Cover: Look at the cover and read the title Carpets, 
Colour, and Culture. Remind the students that this 
book is about Armenia. Ask, Where is Armenia? 
(Southeastern Europe) Given that carpets were 
an important part of the folk tale from Armenia 
and the cover and title of the non-fiction side of the 
book is also about carpets, what can you predict 
about carpets and Armenia? (That carpets play an 
important part in Armenian culture.) If any of the 
students come from Armenia or have visited there, 
invite them to share their experiences.

Location of Armenia/Geography: Look at the 
map on P. 1 of Carpets, Colour, and Culture and 
note the small size of Armenia and its location 
at the very edge of Southeastern Europe. Tell 
the students that there are some people who see 
Armenia as being in Asia, and it also has strong 
links to the Middle East. There is no official border 
between Europe and Asia, so this is where some of 
the confusion comes from. However, the Armenian 
culture and language is more closely related to 
those of other European countries. Revisit the 
following text on P. 1: Once, ancient Armenia was 
a large and powerful trading nation. Explain to the 
students that Armenia is much smaller today than 
in the past. Over its long history it has lost land 
to other countries and has suffered greatly under 
foreign rule.

Carpets and Weaving: What sets Armenian 
carpets apart from other carpets? Direct the 
students’ attention to the photos on the cover, 
contents page, and PP. 2–3 of Carpets, Colour, 
and Culture. Ask, What do you notice about the 
carpets? (They are highly patterned and colourful.) 
Revisit the second paragraph on P. 2 and point 
out that in the past carpets were used as wall and 
window coverings in drafty, cold stone buildings as 
well as coverings for the floor. Direct the students 
attention to the captions on P. 3 and tell them that 
the red dye made from worms used to be one of 
the most valuable exports to come out of Armenia. 
Not only was it used to dye textiles and to paint 
manuscripts (which is how books were made 
before the invention of the printing press), famous 
painters such as Leonardo da Vinci also used it 
in their art. At one point in time, the Armenian 
red-dye producing worms were worth more money 
than the same weight in gold!

Trade and Traders: What are traders? Tell the 
students that a trader is a person who buys and 
sells goods. Armenia’s position at the very edge of 
Europe and Asia meant that in the past it was on 
important trade routes between the continents. 
Goods that traders took out of Armenia were the 
famous red dye, carpets and rugs, horses, gold 
and silver, volcanic rock, leather and wool, fruits 
that were exotic at the time such as watermelons 
and peaches, sheep, dogs, leopards, and lions. One 
of the most important trade routes – the Great 
Silk Road – which linked Eastern and Western 
civilizations – ran through the city of Yerevan, 
which is the capital of Armenia. Yerevan is one 
of the oldest cities in the world as it was founded 
some 2,800 years ago. Being on the trade routes 
was good for business, but it also meant that ideas 
and information from other parts of the world 
were brought into and out of Armenia.
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The Alphabet: Do all the languages of the world 
use the same alphabet? Direct the students to 
the border art and the following text on P. 1 of 
Carpets, Colour, and Culture: It has its own 
alphabet, which was invented over 1,600 years ago. 
Tell the students that there are about 46 different 
alphabets in use today. The alphabet used in 
English and many other languages is the Latin or 
Roman alphabet. How many letters does the Latin 
or Roman alphabet have? (26)

Ancient Buildings: Direct the students to PP. 4–5 
of Carpets, Colour, and Culture. Ask, What 
is something that all of these ancient buildings 
have in common? (They are made from stone/
rock.) Discuss with the students that the world’s 
oldest buildings are made from stone/rock. They 
have survived because stone/rock is a very hardy 
building material that weathers very slowly. Tell 
the students that in the past buildings were made 
from materials that were locally available. In 
countries such as New Zealand that had plenty 
of trees, most buildings were made from wood. 
Wooden buildings do not last as long as stone/rock 
buildings and they are also susceptible to fire.

National Holidays: What is a national holiday? 
Discuss with the students that a national holiday is 
a holiday celebrated throughout a nation/country, 
where most of the businesses and other institutions 
are closed. In New Zealand, these are often called 
public holidays. Review PP. 6–7 of Carpets, Colour, 
and Culture and ask, Do you think Water Day 
looks like fun? Why/why not?

Lakes: Compare and contrast Lake Sevan on P. 8 
of Carpets, Colour, and Culture with lakes the 
students are familiar with. Are all lakes freshwater? 
Tell the students that most lakes are freshwater 
but that there are a few salt lakes e.g. Great Salt 
Lake in Utah, USA. What is the difference between 
natural and artificial lakes? Discuss with the 
students that natural lakes are naturally occurring 
whereas artificial lakes have been made by people 

for industrial or agricultural use, hydro-electric 
power generation, domestic water supply, or for 
recreational uses. What is New Zealand’s largest 
lake? Help the students locate Lake Taupo on 
a map.

Further Discussion and Inquiry Extension

Challenge the students to learn more about the 
Great Silk Road and its impact on international 
trade. Ask them to write reports on their findings.

Challenge the students to learn about traditional 
folk costumes of Armenia. Encourage them to 
produce PowerPoint presentations of their findings. 

Invite the students to pick one of the ancient 
buildings/sites from Carpets, Colour, and Culture 
and produce a report or photo essay on it. Is their 
chosen building/site a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site? What does this mean? What is special about 
their building/site?

Consider having your own Water Day where the 
students get to bring togs/towels and water pistols/
drink bottles to throw water at each other and have 
fun. This is a great activity for the last day of Term 
1 or Term 4!

Invite the students to learn more about Lake Taupo 
– New Zealand’s largest lake – or a lake that is local 
to them. How big is the lake? How deep is it? What 
is the lake used for? Is there anything special about 
the lake e.g. is it a crater lake?

Encourage the students to research and learn about 
traditional Armenian food, such as harissa, lavash 
(flat bread), khash, dzhash, and cooking techniques 
e.g. the use of underground ovens called tonirs.

Invite the students to design their own carpet on 
paper, using geometric designs. This also provides 
a good opportunity to look at repeating patterns. 
What patterns and colours will they use?


